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u * nnrpnta emigrated from New Jersey and settled at Beverley 
colonv of Virginia in about 17U0. Beverley Manor was a land grant 
Manor In the J entablish a colony west of the Blue ridge in Western 

by Virginia in 173 flettler8 were, for most part, of Scotch and Scotch- 

Iil£ n wcest^. Present day Staunton, Virginia is centrally situated in what 
was * formerly the Beverley Manor land grant. Augusta County was formed in 

17 ii 5 with Staunton its County seat. 


John Johnston was among those early pioneers residing in the Staunton area 
prior to the outbreak of the French and Indian War in 175U. The Colony - up 
to this tine - had enjoyed some 22 years of peace with the Indians. But by 
llSu, war clouds were gathering on the horizon signifying pending hostilities. 


In early 175U» the Govenor of Virginia approved an expedition to attack 
French and Indians at Fort Pitt. On March 8, 175k* Capt Andrew Lewis and John 
Johnston enlisted in the Virginia Militia at Staunton. Young Johnston serving 
as an Aid to Capt. Lewis. They proceeded with other Augusta Militia to Wills 
Creek ( Fort Cumberland). There they joined the main body of troops under 
corcand of Col. Joshua Fry and Lieut. Col. George Washington. 


These troops proceeded to Great Meadows - Fort Necessity located east of 
pr-j^nt day Uniontovn, Pe. There they were engaged in battle with a large body 
of Preneh ar, 'l Indians on July 3* 175U. The Virginia Militia, having suffered 
threat, were allowed to return home. Capt Lewis suffered a hip wound in the 
»nw::«nt (See Muster Roll before battle of Meadows July 3, 175U). 


for d * t * na J n ® d now than ever, Governor Dinwiddie of Virginia made plans 

i on attack Port Pltt - But this tirae he «W«» d tvS 

ti i8 ?,J? ldier8 undor command of General Braddock. A year and a 
followln « the 17514 defeat, Braddock met disaster on July 9, 1755. 

* n4r ~ John Johnston were attached to Braddocks 

!!” th0URht to be en ^d in fortifying 

• ■ *t hi, fort during Z Ini ^ ""TS* ° f 17$5 ‘ J ° hn Johnston triced 

•Vj f<# beoaa, knoJled*f.f.ni Xt WM ° n thiB a^i^ent as an Indian 

or tho 0pp,,r Crccnbricr RiTCr 

tho French and Indian War In 1758 frcs.e 

»* »■ «> * Virginia - Wb!ft W vT« J5? l w P 01 tho All ®R^«ny Mountnin Range 
r, - 4 OhU inV. ;!it VlP !i nl ! boundar y in Pocahontas ) on tho 

y??J— 11 the treaty *n h !*: , S, t,,rrlt off bounds to white 

a y rrli2 1 An influx 

„ jl ' J lho ? pl ’ or Greenbrier following tho 1768 
•aong theee pioneer eettlere. 





h , r qcquirod lard or clalmd. 3t3t< , d that John 

' * quot. froo an nndatod oopy f coralMnU y near Mnrltnton. I did not 
’ -^nuired 1500 acres in tr.e Jen- ol of land issued to John 

f’STthl?patant. hot I did locate ttw land waa acquired from within 

Johnston dated in1776. Th j 10 the Greenbrier Company in 175?. Andrew 

Z £ ?or land^i”Jerico but in the Swago community. 
"Trsi Tracts or surveys nay have Joined. 

the honeetead of this pioneer was ^^noarth, 

felyt—"r LunS^OotHran - was in the vicinity of his 

homestead. 

. _ Anv1ioo i n<onpers formed a community in present Swago, 

V A uls: liiSTSn^ti... following 1768 . Indian die- 

SSSSitlS Sth the Treaty in 1763 plus British agitation caused hostilities 

Hivin'-; grown up among the Indians during years of peace — prior to 
the Trench ar.J Indian War — there pioneers detected impending dangers# They 
decided to build a Fort and remain to defend it. 

This Fort, known as Fort Keckley or Cackley, was completed in 177? (Xerchevai). 
l\ was a stockade type place of refuge that stood on top of a hill near the 
present village of Mill Point and was the first of four forts built in the upper 
Greenbrier of present Pocahontas County (llcLeil). Port Cackley was fashioned 
•_-.i patterned after the types built at 3tart of French and Indian War in )-75U-5;>» 
This Fort was built and manned by the local settlers. Clover Lick and Warwicks 
Forts were built by the Virginia Militia. John Johnston — being an expert 
vocdvoTKor and Joint fitter, etc., of heavy timbers played an important role 
:r. the construction of Fort Cackley. He served also as an Indian spy or scout. 

John Johnston — like many of the pioneer men — did not marry until into 

* ir 3 Tb or early hO’s. Ages of his oldest children suggest he married in 

early 1770*n. Hie first wife was believed to have been a Ewing - died when 

* relatively young mother, leaving him with 6 children. He employed Elizabeth 

..lrl 6rr is hifi governess to care for his children ( Geneology: the Auldridgo 

" iy). e and Elizabeth were later narrlod. Elizabeths orphaned son William 

' • ‘• brtcsc-j‘ the progenitor of the Auldridges in Bath and Pocahontas Coun¬ 
ties. 

, ‘ children - according to Both County marring** bond? - were 

"*• r and daughters Catherine, Polly and Elizabeth. A daughter 
' . the norringo bonds. Marriage bonds of his children 

3?* "™T"arrU* Bonds by Me then) Viss) rev. |1 • j«*y all adopted 

,» 1 ,^*. * ‘ ~V1*°J1 whllo their father adhered to the traditional spelling 

‘ ~ * beginning with the childron of John Johnston, the sur- 

• • \ t , . ** '' • r >n t ms compounding the problon in tracing the gonoology 

kjJL reason for dropping the "t" in Johnston for Johnson was 


>. \ ,' r ' children were not determined but marriage 

•miIh umm *■ - __ . ® w '') r bonds, Juno* the oldest non waa 

l ? Mlsobeth Hughes In 179*;, to Elisabeth Poagr 
k * r *-**. m ,4 Ul i A n ' m ' im “» w»« bom in 1799 to the firat 

** • 11 4 • . * # " ,0,lfl 1 ' lf1 * William Johnson wan of inportanco 

'wcetaeeUe C+m .\. ’ ** •“Jor progenitor of the fnai’y name Johnson in 






Johnstons eon Michael married Hanna Hughes in 1805 and Thomas married 
J Burr in 1811. Both Michael and Thomas dropped out of sight suggesting 
Bsibly emigrated. Catherine married Aaron Moore son of the pioneer Moses 
• on l / l8/09. Catherine went by the nickname "Katie or Kate". John Johnston 
r^^aent to consent for the marriage of his daughter "Katie". Elizabeth and 
r 'llv Johnson wore both married on May 12, 1812 to Jacob Waugh and Gillian Gay 
respectively. This occasion was of note since both the pioneer and hio second 
vifo Elizabeth Auldridge were present to consent for daughters Elizabeth and 

Polly. 

William Johnson, son of James Johnson and grandson of the pioneer John 
Johnston, married Mary Lamb October 18, 1818. William and Mary Iamb Johnson's 
children were cited from census records according to year of birth as follows: 
jane (1^9), Sarah (I 807 ), Susan (1330), William Ewing (1633) and James Elliott 
Johnson in 1837. These birth dates are approximate - give or take a year. 

Marriages of the above were based on marriage bonds: Jane married Milton Sharp 
9 / 1 '. 135L; Sarah married John Sharp ( of Verdant Valley-Fairview) 6/3A8U5* 

Susan married Marcus Waugh 8/29A850; William Swing Johnson married twice - first 
to Elizabeth Wilson of Upshur County, W. Va; second time to Eliza McCoy 11A3A879; 
J«n«s Elliott Johnson married Sally Friei 6/2l«/l85?. 

John Johnston grew up in an unspoiled, pristine, early American Frontier. 

He was an expert hunter and woodsman. Hie father and grandfather plied the wood¬ 
workers trade which was a major occupation at the time outside of farming for 
a livelihood. John had ready use of wood working tools. He became a shaDer of 
bows and arrows under the tutilage of his father and grandoarents. 


:r.e oow and arrow provided much moat of small game for the table when run- 
t ex ^ nsive * xt *as handed down through his daughter Catherine 
wWnlL'n 8 ^ eXpe ^ b0WT7:an - *ould have gone hungry at many 

It Z *°J the takin * - had U not ^r the bow and 

a.. » at .he hands of the father and his sons. 

l ^ i° hr ' J ® hnston f^ily history — Ward M. Sharp of Russell, 

Cat-erlr.o "Katie• Johnaor* f ra f dson of the Pioneer. His great grandmother was 

Mit.u rarrili Viil^ c* Aarcr ‘ Koore ln 18 ° 9 * daughter 

Jr. who :;,Uo Sbm 0 O r had tvo children . William 

=>/ funtr Giles Sh.-^rp. Y ’ hi ° and dau & hter Catherine Cochran who married 


"'** ! '‘ r ' rJ ‘ u,n “»» bora circa 173b and died circa 18?6 


at age 9 ?. 


